prs

LT Tester Kerry

Claim checks

Common goofs to avoid

Cell-phone cameras

24 CONSUMER REPORTS

o

Allen puts every camera we rate, from the tinjest subtompact to the biggest SLR, through this coloracruracy test.

JULY 2009

OUR CAMERA BRANDS perform

better than others, model ro mod-

el and year afrer yoar, across a

wide range of prices, according to
our first analysis of such mends armong
point-and-shoot brands we regularly test.
Those standouts: Canon, Casio, Panason-
ic, and Samsung. By contrast, Olympus
has been the brand least likely to yield a
top performer,

That’s not to say that those four brands
have a monopaly on making fine cameras
or that every model they make is a grear
choice. They just offer you the best chance
of getting a superior performer when you
buy a carnera we haven't tested,

You'll find plenty of very good models
among the 54 point-and-shoots and 73
single-lens reflex cameras we have rested,
and not all of the best are from the top four
brands. For example, the recommended
Nikon Coolpix $510, $220, a fine all-around

1tal cameras

subcompact, has wide-angle capability and
is one of just a few point-and-shoots rested
that performed very well when handheld in
low light without a flash,

Many of the models we recommend ar
bargains. Two point-a;
acompact and 2 1
Buys, delivering a

A Pentax subcornpact
mend has a 5x zoom for §
standout values even amon
on, $700 with a lens, is one of just two basic
SLRs that produced excellent irmagequality;
theother, a Nikon, costs $450 more. And an
advanced Canon SLR that produced excel-
lent image quality costs $900 {body only},
hundreds less than comperitors.

we reCom-
). There are
SLRs: A Can-

i POINT-AND-SHOOTS
if your current camera is more than a cou-
ple of years old, a newer model will prob-

S



ably have some features that your trusty
old one doesn’t. More cameras are making
shooting easier with features like the
ability 1o recognize certain types of
scenes, such as portraits as opposed to
landscapes. In a recent survey of rmore
than 8,000 subscribers to Consumer
Reports.org, many point-and-shoot own-
ers said they found certain features espe-
cially useful, in the following order:

Image stabilization, When you are
shooting at slower shutter speeds or zoom-
ing invery close to a subject, a shaky hand
can blur your subject. A stabilizer com-
pensates for that.

Wireless capability. It lets you trans-
fer shots from camera to PC without a wire
or card reader, a real convenience.

Touch-screen display, This minimizes
the need 1o fiddle with buttons and dials.
And larger displays in newer models can
accommodate easy-to-read menus and
show Images with greater detail.

Face detection, It rells your camera to
make the focus and exposure of faces the top
priority when it adjusts its settings.

Video recording. Standard-definition
video is the norm on most point-and
shoots, though high def is showing up on
some and on a handful of SLRs. Forty per
cent of the subscribers we surveyved said
they used their point-and-shoot to record
video, and roughly 25 percent of those said
it was very important that their next one
have high def. That feature lets you shoot in
720p high-def mode. In our tests, though,
the video quality of those models didn't
match that of high-def cameorders.

Here are two important attributes you
might have to hunt for, because camera
makers are either phasing them out or
generally don't offer them:

viewfinder. In our subscriber survey,
72 percent of those who had one found it
useful. And about half of point-and-shoot
owners said it was very important that
their next model have one. Without it you
must use the LCD to compose shots, an ob-

That's the approximate number of
highest-quality 10-megapixel shots that
fit on a 4-gigabyte memory card.,

Abuse this camera?

Olympus Stylus Tough-6000
The claim. Olympus says that its

10-megapixel Stylus Tough-6000, a 5300

subcompact, is"even shockproof up to
5 feat—extra protection against
accidental drops and rough handling”
The Tough-6000 is listed in the Ratings
arypage 28,

The need for a tough camera is
underscored by our recent survey of
subscribers to ConsumerReports.org.
it found that the most common

causes of damage to their point-and-

shoots were drops or falls. Forty
percent of those cameras were
rendered useless.

The check. 7o see how Olympus’ claim

held up in a realfall, we dropped the
Tough-6000 a few times from 5 fest
onto a concrete floor. Aftarward, the
camera stilf functioned normally and
showed no scratches of dents.

Bottom line. Our finding doesr’t mean

that the Tough-6000 wouldn't be

damaged by more severe shocks or that

aregular subcompact might not also
survive such a drop. But it does provide
some reassurance that this cammera s
bt to withstand abuse. That might

vious drawback for the 68 percent of point-
and-shoot owners who found it hard to
view images on their LCD in bright light.
Yet this desire flies in the face of an indus-
try trend of reducing the number of mod-
els with a viewfinder, presumably o
accommodate larger LCD screens.

High-quality low-light photography.
it’s a rare point-and-shoot that can cap-
ture images in low lght without a flash
that are good enough to enlarge beyond a
4x6. Not so rare are the occasions when a
photographer needs to do just that,
whether to shoot a sunset or a candle-lit
birthday cake. Thirty percent of subscrib-
ers who owned point-and-shoots said they
often take such shots without a flash,

Yet roughly 20 percent of them were
dissatisfied with the quality of the result-
ing image. Moreover, nearly two-thirds of
all the point-and-shoot owners we sur-
veyed said it was very important that their
next model take good-quality images un-
der those conditions.

Despite such demand, just four of the
54 point-and-shoots in the Ratings—those

feYe

£3¢ " After a S-foot fall onto concrete,
the Tough-6000 was unscathed.

make it a good choice for a physically
active snapshooter,

Prevention, of course, is still the best
way to keep your camera intact. To
rrinimize the chance of 2 damaging fall,
hold your camera with a strap and keep
it away from the edges of tables,
swirnming pools, and other potentially
hazardous locations.

with either 800 or 1600 in the column o~
tled “Max. 18O with best quality”—are
well suited for low-light shooting.

At the other performance extreme,
more than one-third of the point-and-
shoots in the Ratings can’t take a good

Consumers like
viewfinders, but
they're rare.

shotin low light without a flash at ISO set-
tings above 100, confining you to brightly
lighted scenes or turning on the flash, Vir-
taally any 35-mm film camera, and even
some of today’s inexpensive disposables,
can shoot with 150 800 or sometimes
higher film. That means that when it
comes to shooting good images in low
light without a flash, most point-and-
shoot digitals can’'t march the perfor-

mance of even yesterday’s film cameras,
One footnote to our survey: Many sub-
Continued on next page
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STGRY DIGITAL CAMERAS

scribers were underwhelmed with some
features thar camera makers widely pro-
mote. Geographic tagging (digitally starnp-
ing a photo with the location ar which it
was taken), smile detection, panoramic
mode (combining multiple images), and
blink detection were judged not especially
useful by many whose cameras had thern.

How to choose

Select the right type. For portability,
look for a subcompact. Price and perfor-
mance should be comparable to a com-
pact’s, though many compacts have better
battery life. For sports or nature photogra-
phy, choose a superzoom. They are often
heavier and bulkier than other point-and-
shoats, though.,

Match performance to your needs,
First consider image quality, a camera’s
most important performance attribute,
Our assessment includes the sharpness of
the images a camera produces, which de-
pends on the camera’s sensor resolution,
lens system, and in-camera software.
Among models of varving scores, differ-
ences in sharpness can be quite noticeable
but are less so if you print mostly 4x6s.

f'you often take action shots, also look
for higher scores for first-shot delay and
next-shot delay. If landscapes or group
portraits are priorities, look for wide-angle
capability; excellent or very good dynamic
range is also useful for landscapes,

Downplay megapixels. Although most

Beaches, pools, and cloudbursts can soak
and ruin your camera. According to online
subscribers we recently surveyed,

71 percent of point-and-shoots that
became waterlogged stopped working;

36 percent quit after mere spills, Here's
how to help your camera avoid a simifar fate:

Bag it. When the forecast is rain, take alonga
plastic bag. if it rains, wrap most of YOUr
camera in the bag, cutting a smafl hole for
the lens if you need to shoot.

Accessorize. If you often shoot in damp
conditions, check onfine or in vour ocal

camera store for accessories specifically
designed for shooting in wet weather,

Go waterproof. For the most protection, use
awater-resistant or waterproof camera.
Several manufacturers make them, and four
such cameras are included in our Hatings:

26 CONSUMER REPORTS JULY 2009

Protect your camera from a summer

of the rated models have 10 or more mega-
pixels, 7 or 8 megapixels should be enough
for most people. In comparing rated mod-
els, you needn’t consider resolution unless
you print poster-size shots or do major
cropping. In those cases, we recommend
higher-resolution models.

Consider features. If you often shoot
in bright light, look for a viewfinder, For
greater control over your images, opt for
manual controls and RAW-file capability.
it you often shoot above the heads of
crowds, look for a swiveling LCD.

Size up the design, Consider 2 camera's
tactile qualities. Some brands have fairly

Few point-and-
shoots perform
well in low light.

comsistent design traits across product
lines. Sony excels in sleek, minimalist de-
signs, particularly in its subcompacts,
which have a nontelescoping lens on
the front and a large touch screen on
the back. But you might find that sleek-
ness sacrifices usability. Some larger
models have handgrips to help steady
the camera.

i SLRS
If your point-and-shoot suffers from too
many limitations in challenging situa-

soakin

the Glympus Stylus Tough-8000, $400, and
Stylus Tough-6000, $300; Pentax Optio
W60, $250; and Olympus Stylus 10505W,
$280. Before shooting underwater, check
the camera’s specs to see how deep it can
go. Limits can range from several feet to 30
or more.

Before jumping into water with even a
waterproof camera, check the instructions.
Some modeis might maifunction under the
force generated by a plunge.

If you use an SLR, follow these tips:

Bag everything. if you do lots of shooting in
very wet terrain and you're hauling an SLR,
lenses, and maybe a laptop, consider a
waterproof backpack or sack, which can be
pricey butis invaluable in such conditions.

Get a pouch. For kayaking and rafting, lock

tions, it might be time to move up to an
SLR camera. Basic SLRs, the simplest ro
use, are smaller, lighter, and cheaper
than most SLRs you could buy a few
years ago.

Also, SiRs are gaining some conve-
nience features that originated in point-
and-shoot cameras, such as these:

Live view. While this was once rare on
an SLR, it is now featured on most of the
SLRs in the Ratings. It lets you choose
whether to compose on the LCD or the
viewfinder that’s standard on all SLRs.

High-def video. The first SLR with this
capability, Nikon's D90, $1,150 (with
lens), now tops the basic SLR Ratings. Re-
cently, Nikon announced a lower-priced
competitor, the D5000, $850 (with lens).
In our initial tests, the D5060’s video re-
cordings were sharper than the D9¢’s and
its still-photo image quality was equally
excellent. However, neither model’s video
recordings were near the quality of even
the lowest-rated HD camcorder we have
tested. Canon also has two high-def-
capable SLRs, which we haven't tested. So
this summer, at least four SLRs will be
available with high-def video capability.

The Panasonic Lurnix DMCGHI, $1,500
(with lens), due out in June, will also.
shoot high-def video, It’s not an SLR, but
one of a new breed that combines key SLR
features—a large image sensor and inter-
changeable lenses—with the smaller size
and weight of 2 point-and-shoot.

for a neoprene waterproof camera pouch
that floats. It usually runs about 510 1o $15.

Change lenses cautiously. Moisture can
easily get into an SLR body when you change
lenses. When doing so in wet conditions,
shield the camera’s lens mount with
something that resists water and minimize
the time the fens isn't attached to the body,




Avoid these common goofs

Our survey of 8,250 ConsumerReports.org subscribers by the Consumer Reports National Research
Center revealed that many failed to make the best use of their newest point-and-shoot:

Didn't Left photos
regularly in the camera
clean the foratisasta
camera’s month

leng

45%

Photo files should be
copied to a backup
device, such as a hard
drive, soon after they
are caplured. That
reduces the risk of theft
af deletion

Clean the lens before
each use, which
minimizes the risk of
scas,ng prablems
and blurry areas on
pictures.

How to choose

Select the type, For an SLR that's simple
to use, choose a basic model. Advanced
SLRs are more rugged, weather-resistant,
and versatile but also bulkier and heavier.
‘Their advanced features can be daunting if
you're not highly experienced.

Decide on a lens. SLRs are sold with
“kit” lenses that are adequate enough, but
have limirations. See Close Up, page 31.

Consider accessories, Extras such as
external flashes sold by the camera maker
are ofter; pricier than aftermarket alrerna-
tives, but at least you know they Il be com-
patible with the camera and take full
advantage of its features.

Don't skimp on performance, All the
SLRs we tested are competent, but narrow
your choice to those models that scored at
least very good for image qualiry and ver
satility and can shoot to at least 800 IS0
without graininess in the image. That in-
cludes most rated models. Battery life is
important too; mnost of the better perform-
ers took more than 400 shots per charge.

Consider special needs. If you often
shoot in crowds, look for a swiveling LCD
and Hve view, which let you compose shots
on the LCD, If you take lots of action shots,

ook for a model with the burst mode that
can caprure the greatest number of images
per second,

Get some hands-on experience. Try
out the SLR you're considering, Make sure
that it’s comfortable 1o hold and not wo
heavy. and thar all burtons and controls
are intuitive and logically positioned.

QW.

Didin't know Cleaned the
whether the lens with 2
camers had sce shirisiseve,
modes, image househoid
stabilization, tissus, or
?%s:z% g 4%%52%5?? canned air

Check the manual for
features you might be
unaware of that make
shooting easier and can
improve your photos.

 CLAIM CHECK

Versatility
ata price

Fujifilm FinePix FZ00EXR

The claim. Fujifilm says that its new
FinePly F200EXR, 2 $400 wécarrgact
with an unusually flexible image
sensor, “searniessly adapts to any
situation”

The FZ00EXR has three operating
mades, which you can set manually or
let the camera set automatically:
high-sensitivity priority with low
noise, wide dynamic-range priority,
and high resolution.

fyoure shooting in low fight, for
exarnple, the most appropriate sensor
setting would presumably be high
sensitivity with low noise to capture
the image without using a flash. For
scenes with both bright and shadowy
sublects, the best setting would
probably be the wide dynamicrange to
better handle the extremes, When
capturing image detail is utmost, you'd
use the high-resclution minde, since
the other two modes cut the sensor’s
12-megapixel resolution in half.

The check. We tested the F200EXR
by manually setting it to sach of the
three modes as well as letting it
automatically select each of those
modes based on various scenes.

in high-sensitivity mode, the F200EXR
captured the subject with smooth

Clean your lens gently
with a microfiber lens
cloth and lens-cleaning
fluid so that you don't
scratch or otherwise
damage the surface.

if possible, sell your camera
orgive it away. For
recycling options, contact
the manufacturer or check
for a program near you at
WWW.BIge.074.

) ¥ The Fujifim FinePix F200EXR
automatscaiiy adapts to changing conditions.

texture, natural brightness, and minimal
visual noise (specks of false color). in
wide-dynamic-range mode, | ‘rnage@
showed subtle shades and detalls of the
subject, even in high-contrast lighting. in
high-resolution mode, images contained
appropriate detail. The FZOOEXR was also
Guite adept at automatically choosing
the best mode for a particular scene.

Bottom line. The FIO0EXR lived up to
Fufifilm's claims. it's a pricey camera, but
one that's worth cansidering if you value
such adaptabil .t\,r~:,ay because you
often shoot in low light and don't want
to fiddie with the controls to get
decent shots.
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A3 Nikon

Overview

Al models offer good or very good overall
performance and image quality. Most have
Ziainches or so of LCD screen. For some, we
note successors that we haven't vet tested.

These models offer the best combination
of performance and price. Al are
Crecormended.

~ Recommended

: These are models that stand out in ourlab |
tests for the reasons below. |

For a camera that fits in a pocket:
A3 Hikon S10
AB Canon 50

Among subcompacts, A3 has the best
low-light performance without a flash. it also
has wide-angle capability. A8 is very versatile
and has very shart next-shot delay. (Also
available: the 10-megapixe! Canon PowerShot
SDI200 15 Eiph, $230, with face-detection
self-timer.) Though pricey, A8 Is worth
considering if you value its ability to easily
and quickly upload both stills and video to
ontine sites via Wi-Fi.

A8 Canon

Al4 Pentax

(@

81 Canon

Ratings Point-and-shoot cameras

In performance order, within types. (Types designated A, B, erc.}

L Lerand s model __price overaiscore_[Spctictions __restresults _[reatures |

Best point-and-shoots under $150:
AW Pentax 5120

B2 Canon $140

B3 Camon 5110 CR Best Buy
Bz Canoni90

Al4 is small enough to fit in a pociet and has
very good first-shot delay and a Sx zoom but
only a simulated stabilizer. B2, B3, and B12 all
have short next-shot delay and better battery
life than most point-and-shoots. B2 and B3
have image stabilizers, viewfinders, and
axcellent dynamic range. B3 is the only one of
those Canons with manual focus and controls.
{Also available: the 10-megapixel Canon
PowerShot A480, 5130, with a 1.3x zoom.)

For flexible editing and composition:
81 Canon 3450

This fuli-featured compact has very good
image quality, short next-shot delay, excellent
dynaimic range and wide-angie capability. It
has manual controls and focus, an optical
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€5 Canon

viewfinder, RAW-file capability, and a hot-shoe
for an external flash,

If 3 long zoom is a priority:
€Y Canon 5350
C5 Canon 5310 CR Best Buy

Both run on AA batterfes—&3 uses four and €5
uses two—and have longer battery life than
most point-and-shoots. €1 has one of the
longest zooms available, 20x, which includes
wide-angle capability. It performs very well,
with very short next-shot delay and short
Arst-shot delay, €5 is slim and has a large,
3inch LCDL A recently introduced superzoom,
the S-rmegapixel Sony Cybershot HXI, $500,
costs nearly as much as a basic SLR, but hasa
20x zoom plus some innovative features,
including a speedy flexible-burst mode, 1080p
resotution HD video, and flexible "panorama
sweep” mode.

Guide to the Ratings

Overall score s based mainly on image quality,
first-and next-shot delay, useful features, battery
life, and weight, Megapixels is the number of
pixels, in millions, on the sensor, Weight is with
battery and included memory. Optical zoom is the
ratio of focai fengths in the fens. Battery life is as
the manufacturer states. image quality combines
analytical tests and sublective judgments of images
made at the best resolution and compression
settings. Scores aren't comparabde with those of
SiRs, which are factored differemtly, First-shot
delay is how quickly the camera takes its first shot,
Thefastest took about half a second; the slowest,
1second or more. Next-shot delay is how quickly it
takes 15 rext photo. Less than 2 seconds 8
excellent; fess than 3, very good; fess than 5, good;
and less than 7, fair. Versatility assesses controls,
features, menus, and settings. Dynamic rangs
uses analytical tests to gauge how wide a range of
dark to light tones is captured while producing a
good image. Max. 150 with best quality is the
highest 150 setting at which the model produces a
quality image, based on tests that determine the
degree of an image’s visual noise ('grair” or spots of
cotor). Models with higher 150 values should excet
intlow light. Image stabilizer indicates the type
iciuded: Memechanical Osoptical; S=simulated; .
Simulated is considered a less effective type than
the others. Wide angle shows whether the lens
zoorms as wide as the equivalent of 28-mm oo wider
ot a 35-mm filmi-camera lens. Manual controls et
you adjust shutter speed and lens opening for
better pictures. Price is approximate retail.
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A3 Pentax Ad Canon

Overview

Most models are fine overall performers.
Differences between basic and advanced
models are mainly In body construction and
the camg}éxr{y and versatility z}f controls.

CR Best Buy

: These models offer the best combination
“of performance and price. Alt are
recommended.

Recommended

| These are models that stand out in cur fa
tests for the reasons below.

For a basic SLR:
A3 Pentax S700
A& Canon 5700
A3 is better designed to keep out moisture and
dust, with the lens on, than other basic SLRs.
it’s one of the few basic modeis withan LCD
an top that displays exposure and other
settings. Adis very easy to use, is one of oniy
two basic SLRs with excellent image gquality,
and has a 3-inch LCD with five view, it inciudes
24 percent spot meter and an lmage-
tabilized lens. (Also available: the
15-megapixel Canon ECS Rebel TH, $900, with
animage-stabilized 18-55-mm kit lens and HD
video capability)

For a more advanced SLR:
81 Hikon 51,600
B2 Canon 5900 CR Best Buy
83 Olympus 51400
Although B1is quite pricey and a bit bulky, it
has a sturdy construction, can shoot six
frames per second and has 51 autofocus
points. it's one of the few SLRs that has an LCD
with more than 900,000 pixels, which makes
for avery sharp display. it also includes a jack
foran HDTV. B2, one of the few advanced SLRs
for tess than $1,000, has the fastest burst
mode armong our recomnmended SLRs:
6.5 frames per second forup to 75 JPEGS or up
to 17 RAW files. Its aumfsf:us system has nine
cross-type sensors. Like all Olympus SLRs, B3
can accept jenses with a Four Thirds iens
roount {which means it has a 2x magnification
factor) and is the only one of the three with
body-based image stabilization, which will
reduce shake on any lens attached to the
camera. It's one of the few models with a
swiveling LCD and live view. it also accepts
two types of memory cards.
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B1 Nikon

Ratings SLR cameras

@
TypesdesignatedAand 8} @ Pour

in performance order, within types, {

B2Canon
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2 10 g = E el
£ E g °
A BASIC For those who want simplicity.
1 Wiken D90 $L150 = 2 OBl B & &8 00 L .
2 Dlympus 0 1250 2 %3 B & & @ B0 B e
3 Pentax K000 00 e 0 M43 00 & & € B0 B
1 & Canon £0S Rebel K50 00 e 285 W e O 6 s L e
5 Canon £0S Rebel XS 500 0w M oe O @ 80 L s
6 Nikon D80 800 WM 0 & & e 180 L
7 Olympes EVOLTESI0 50 0164 850 & & & 800 B e
§ Panasonic Lumix DMCLIG 950 018 4 & & & %0 8 s
9 Seny DSLR-AISD 500 MOBA TSmO S W B e
10 Glympus £520 550 0 197 60 B & G S0 B e
11 Glympys £-420 500 0 B7 M0 A B O B0 L e
12 CanenDigitaifebel XT1 600 W20 00 & O 8 800 1
13 panasonic Lumix DMCGLS 800 2OM3 3 0®& & § 500 L e
14 Nikon D50 50 09l % & O @ 80t
15 Hiken D40 450 6 192 4 & OB 80 L
16 Pentax K2000 500 e 10 208 400 & O 8 400 B
17 Sigmasou W e 57 %5 00 O O @ 400 1L
B ADVANCED For those who want advanced features, controls, and performance.
1 Niken D300 1600 2 32 1000 € & & W0 L .
2 CamomE0S40DDigal 900 0 83 80 = 8 800 L e
3 glympus B3 Digital 1400 0 e 610 & B $ 00 B -
4 Canon £0S-50D Digital 1400 BN 6 8 & B Bk L s
5 Sony DSLR-ATO0 1000 2272 650 s B S 40 B
6 Pemtaxkh Ton 582 50 & O 800 8 .

Stabizw avaiiable only with ﬁm»«u:gmaus lenses. 2 Uses Foveon technology; effective resofution is similar

models. & SLR-like camera; uses remavable lenses.

Guide to the Ratings
Oyerall score is for body only, based mainlv on
image quality, ease of use, versatility, and
battery jife. Flash, viewfinder, weight, and body
construction are also considered. Scores are
rounded; models are listed in order of precise
core. Megapixels is the number of pixels, in
mithions, on the sensor. Welght is for body only,
including battery and memory card. Image
quality combines analytical tests and expert

judgments on a reference monitor of §

1o that of other

ages
made with best resolution and compression
settings. Dynarmic range and maximum 150 for
best quality are factors. Versatility is our
assesament of physical controls, useful features,
menus, and degree to which you can adjust
settings. Dynamic range uses tests (o indicate
how wide a range of dark o Hight tones a camera
captures while producing a quality itmage and




e

Should

MOST SLRs are offered with a
standard kit zoom lens, usually
with arange of the fil-camera
equivalent of 28-85-mim (about the
same as the 3 magnification range
of a typicat point-and-shoot camera).
Thecamerafiens kit is usualiy
cheaper than if you bought the

two separately,

Akitlensis fing if your
photographic budget and armbitions
are modest; it vields fine basic shots,
especially in bright light. However, it
lacks the magnification to capture
distant subjects, such as wildiife, and
the wide-angle capabiiity to shoot
broad perspectives, such as
landscapes. it might riot take great
portraits, either, baecause irs
aximum lens opening (aperture)
probably wor't be wide enoughto
noticeably blur the background, a
technique that draws attention to
your subject, And it's less rugged than
most advanced lenses becayse it
usually is encased in plastic rather
than metal.

fyou optfor anything but the kit
lerts, choose a lens that's sither made
by the SLR's manufacturer or that uces
the unigue mount for that camera
brand. Olympus and Panasonic SLRs,
however, share 2 lens syster known
as Four Thirds that ensures
interchangeability of their lenses,

There are many brands of lenses,
and quality can vary even within a

rand. Look for Ratings of SLR lenses
in afuture issue.

Performance aside, a key buying
issueis zoom range. Here’s a
rundown of each basic zoom
category, its typical focalength and
zoom ranges and usual prices:

Standard zoom. 18-55 mm; 3x.
$300-51.000. Simnilar in range to a kit
fens but of higher quality.

fine detail. Max. IS0 with best quality
is the highest 150 setting that produces 3
good-quality image. it's based on
analytical tests that determine the
degree of an image's flaws Cgrai or
specks of false color), Models with higher
15C values should excel in low hght.
Battery fife is as the manufacturer
states image stabilizer shows type

KEAR AND FAR Afull-range zoom lens
inchudes everything from 10x magnifica-
tion to wide-angle capability.

Telephoto zoom. 56-200 mm:
4-52. 5250 and up. Suitabie for
portraits, routine landscapes, and
frioderate zooming, such as for
sporting events or wildiife.

Full-range zoom. 18-200 mm;
0% 3600-51,000. Comparable in
magnification to a telephoto, but
with wide-angle capability too. ideal
fyou want to shoot nearly every type
of subject with one lens. The priciest
have the widest apertures, best for
shooting in conditions of lower light,

used--lens-based (L) or body-based (8).
Live view lets you compose directly on
the LCD. Price is approximate retail with
the kit fens included, where noted in the
table. For modeis that don't come with 3
lens, expect to pay $150 to 5300 for the
equivatent of a kit lerss. Models wers
tested with a high-quality, 50-mm,
same-brand jans.

Can’t find a model in the Ratings?

Then choose brands of point-and-shoot cameras
that have most consistently done well in our Ratings
over the past 2% years. Canon, Casio, Panasonic, and
Samsung have done so across a range of prices,
Among higher-priced models, Sony also has
performed consistently weli. Among lower-priced
maodels, consider Pentax, which finished close
behind. (Our analysis didn't include some point-and-
shoot brands or any superzooms or SLRs, because
we lacked sufficient data to analyze,}

Our Ratings of models from Eujifilm, Kodak, and
Nikon have varied too much to reliably generalize
about whether sach brand will consistently do well.
All three have produced some highly rated modeis,
plus some that were not highly rated. For these
brands, it's more difficult to predict performance
based on historical data.

Olympus, too, has produced some highly-rated
models. But among brands we analyzed, it has been
the least consistent at doing so. i you choose an
Olympus model that we haven't tested, it’s less likely
than other brands to give you top performance,

Most cameras are very reliable, and few differerices
exist among brands. That's what we found ocutwhen
we asked more than 275,000 readers who bought a
digital carnera between 2004 and 2008 about their
experlenices. The graph shows the percentage of brands
that needed a repair or had a sericus problem.
Differences of fewer than 3 points arent meaningful,
Models within a brand right vary, and desigrior
manufacture changes might affect future reliability.
Still, choosing a brand with a good repair history can
improve your odds of getting a reliable model.

Digital cameras
Hore
TEpANS
Sony
Nikon
0% 5% 0% 15%

B POINT-AND-SHOOTS 8 <10

Sourcs Annual Product Bliabllity Survey, Consurner
Reports National Ressarch Center,
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